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The importance of Town Watching for Disaster Reduction Education and Community Participation in

Indonesia

Yujiro Ogawa

Senior Fellow, Asian Disaster Reduction Center

Understanding of the risk of disasters as well as vulnerability to disasters in the region is key
factors to take decisive action in order to survive when a disaster occurs in the region.

When tsunami struck Aceh Region in Sumatra island on December 2004, there were few of
people who knew the word tsunami as well as its phenomenon. This basic knowledge is the most
fundamental terminology that people should know especially for them who live in seashore.

However, when tsunami occurred in eastern Japan on March 2011, the victims are still high.
Despite that tsunami term itself is well-known phenomenon and it happened repeatedly in the same region.
Disaster preparedness in the region is quite advanced. Tsunami warning is issued, and the TV had been
broadcasting seconds after earthquake struck.

Japan has equipped with advanced tool such as the tsunami warning system, also with the
construction of tsunami embankment as well as providing escape routes seems that there was no lackness
of disaster preparedness. But by providing such hardware and software of disaster preparedness, people
have been accustomed to depend on it and possibly hard to judge their own situation by themselves.

Disaster Education in Indonesia after the Sumatra earthquake and tsunami in 2004 has been
promoted mainly by The Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI). Now the tsunami terminology became
well known, as well as disaster education in schools is underway. Efforts to improve the ability to make
decisions for disaster for the residents, however, are still in slow progress. In order to expand the
community based disaster education, JST-JICA has promoted Multi-disciplinary Hazard Reduction from
Earthquakes and Volcanoes in Indonesia since 2008, as an international scientific and technical cooperation
to support global issues.

Town Watching consists of the following three steps.

1. Walking down the street to observe their own region by documenting good point and bad point of
possible disaster.

2. Complete observations by putting points into map, and participants should consider ways to improve the
bad point.

3. Discussion and presentation by each group.

This process will proceed to consider as knowledge of disaster education for them. Furthermore,
the participants’ state of knowledge on disaster will assist them from their dependence on the government,
etc. To promote human resource development training to teach participatory disaster like this, a guidebook

on Tutorial DVD are created for the implementation of the Town Watching in Indonesia.
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